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Eltham Hill School – Home Learning Policy 

Context 
 

At Eltham Hill School, all students are supported to help them achieve excellence, 
happiness and success.  Home learning is an integral part of this process as it contributes 
to each student’s academic and personal development and achievement.  Home learning 
(homework) is work that is set to be done outside the timetabled curriculum and contains 
an element of independent study. 
 
We ensure learners have regular opportunities to develop their curiosity and extend their 
own learning.  Students are able to learn from, and apply their learning in, a range of 
contexts using technology (within and beyond the classroom) and their ‘EHS Learner 
Profile’ skills.  In Key Stages 4 and 5, learning is increasingly structured as a cycle of pre-
lesson preparation, in-lesson application and post-lesson consolidation (PIP) as part of our 
culture of high expectations for all students and staff.  Home learning provides an essential 
opportunity for teachers to plan interleaving activities and for students to apply their 
retrieval strategies as part of our whole school focus on metacognition and the science of 
learning. 
 
 
Aim 
 

Home learning is part of the school’s strategy to ensure learning and attainment is 
consistently good or outstanding across all key stages and to develop students’ EHS 
Learner Profile skills.   
 
 
Objectives 
 

To measure our progress towards our aims and ensure that home learning: 

• Is included in schemes of learning 

• Helps to close the gaps in student attainment 

• Feedback focuses on the student’s next steps in learning 
 
The success of this policy will be measured through: 

• Regular data analysis on student achievement and progress 

• The Student Voice activities carried out by middle leaders 

• The Self Evaluation cycle: observations, work scrutiny and book sampling 

• Parent / Carer feedback  
 
Research: the value of home learning 
 

Research has found that when teachers design homework to meet specific purposes and 
goals, more students complete their homework and benefit from the results (Epstein & Van 
Voorhis, 2001). In fact, when homework is properly utilised by teachers, it produces an 
effect on learning three times as large as the effect of socioeconomic status (Redding, 
2000).  

"Homework is not an optional extra, but an essential part of a good education."  
 

Excellence in Schools  
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Effective homework can give students: better study habits and skills, greater self-direction, 
greater self-discipline, better time management, and more independent problem solving 
skills (Cooper, 2007; Protheroe, 2009).  Bembenutty (2011c) found that a positive 
relationship exists between homework activities and self-efficacy, responsibility for 
learning, and delay of gratification. “Homework assignments can enhance the development 
of self-regulation processes and self-efficacy beliefs, as well as goal setting, time 
management, managing the environment, and maintaining attention” (Bembenutty, 2011c, 
p. 449).  These are skills that will serve students well not only as they proceed through 
their schooling but also as working adults (Bembenutty, 2011a).  Hattie’s ‘Visible Learning’ 
study also shows homework has a large impact at secondary level (0.64).   

The best homework tasks exhibit five characteristics (Vatterott, 2009): 
 

1. A clear academic purpose, such as practice, checking for understanding, or applying 
knowledge or skills.  

2. The task efficiently demonstrates students’ learning.  
3. Promotes students’ ownership by offering choices and being personally relevant.  
4. Instils a sense of competence - the student has the tools, resources and skills to 

complete the task.  
5. The homework task looks aesthetically pleasing - it appears enjoyable and 

interesting.  
 
 
Attitudes to learning – The EHS Learner Profile Skills 
 

Home learning provides opportunities for students to develop their independent learning 
skills and to apply their ten EHS Learner skills:  
 

Enquirers Knowledgeable Thinkers Communicators Principled  

Open-minded 
 

Caring Risk - takers Balanced Reflective 

The importance of home learning for EHS students 
 

Homework enhances learning, improves achievement and develops students' study skills 
and as such is an integral part of the curriculum.  If the home learning programme is fully 
implemented it is equivalent to an additional four terms of secondary education, which is a 
valuable bonus. This additional time is needed by most learners in order for them to 
compete on a national scale and for progression into further and higher education and 
employment.  
 
Home learning is seen as extra learning time.  It is used to: 
 

• Develop independent learning and research skills– including the skills, confidence 
and motivation needed to work alone;  

• Encourage work outside of school as part of lifelong learning;  

• Allow students to use materials and other sources of information that are not always 
available in the classroom;  

• Consolidate and extend work completed in lessons;  

• Give opportunities for long term research and other work;  
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• Encourage the involvement of parents and carers in the management of students’ 
learning, keeping them informed about the students work;  

• Help students manage subject specific demands, such as coursework.  
 
 
Setting home learning tasks – expectations of staff 
 

Home learning is part of our whole school ‘Non-Negotiables’ and applies to all students in 
Years 7 to 13.  The subject lead and class teachers will ensure homework is carefully 
planned and integrated into schemes of learning.  
 
The class teacher will set, mark and record homework in accordance with the school’s 
Assessment Policy.  This means: 
 

• Homework must be planned as an integral part of student learning and “not set for 
the sake of it.”  High quality, co-ordinated, interesting and well-planned homework 
will support students’ achievement over time.   

• Teachers should use the PIP Cycle of Learning where appropriate to link pre-lesson 

directed learning, in-class learning and post-lesson consolidation and application.  

• Homework must be purposeful, meaningful and appropriately challenging for 
learners.  Therefore, it may need to be differentiated.  (See appendix 3). 

• Teachers should use interleaving, at least once per half term, to consolidate prior 
learning and provide students with regular opportunities for retrieval practice. 

• Use the completed homework in class so students can see its benefit. 

• Giving comprehensive instructions – ensuring students know what to do and that 
homework is recorded in students’ planners. 

• Setting deadlines, ensuring they are met and following up when they are not.  

• Homework will be communicated via ClassCharts. 

• Homework will be marked, assessed and feedback provided promptly in line with the 
school’s Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy.  

• Informing Parents / Carers, subject LP, Form Tutor when continued problems arise.  

• Form Tutors will, during their weekly check of students’ planners, ensure that home 
learning is being recorded and follow up any concerns.  

 
 
Quality assurance – expectations of middle leaders 
 

• Subject leaders will ensure that all members of their subject team consistently set 
and mark effective home learning assignments via ClassCharts in line with the 
school assessment policy.  Home learning should be clearly written into schemes of 
learning. 

• Home learning will form part of department meetings and the S.S.R. sampling of 
work.  This is not just a monitoring exercise; it is also an opportunity to share good 
practice.  

• Key Stage Leaders will monitor the home learning of each tutor group in their years 
according to the school’s Assessment Policy and monitoring programme.  They 
should refer any concerns arising to the appropriate subject leader.  
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Students’ responsibilities 
 

1. Listen to homework instructions in class and write the task and deadline date into 
their Planner.  

2. Check homework tasks and announcements on ClassCharts every day. 
3. Ensure that homework is completed and handed in to meet the deadline.  
4. Attempt all work to their highest standard.  
5. Tell the class teacher / Form Tutor if they have any difficulties.  
6. Go to Homework Club or the library if it is easier to do homework in school. 
7. Ask Parents / Carers for a written note if homework has not been completed for a 

legitimate reason. 
8. Ask a friend or the teacher for the homework when absent and catch up on any 

missed lessons and homework. 
 
 

Time allocation  
 

Year Group Expected Time Allocation Per Evening 

7 1 hour  

8 1.5 hours  

9, 10 and 11 2 hours 

12 and 13 2 hours + independent study + pre-reading 

 
Some subjects may set on-going project work which runs over a period of several weeks 
rather than individual tasks each week.  
 
Due to the ever-increasing complexity of the curriculum it is not possible to produce a 
single ‘one size fits all’ home learning timetable. The school does not use a homework 
timetable and students are encouraged and helped to manage their workload and develop 
their prioritising and time management skills.  This means students should do their 
homework as soon as possible after it is set.  
 
Managing and supporting home learning – reducing barriers for all learners 
 

The importance of home learning is explained to all students and parents at their initial 
interview and is subsequently reinforced in lessons, assemblies and by form tutors.  
Strategies to manage home learning are built into lessons.   
 
Not all homework is done at home; some students who find it difficult to work at home, or 
for some tasks which may require resources (books, software, equipment) it can be done 
at school in Homework Club which is available every day until 3:50pm and staffed by 
Learning Support Assistants.  The school library is open every day at break, lunch time 
and period 6 for quiet study.  In addition, many teachers allow students to work in their 
rooms after school.  Where there are particular special educational needs or difficulties 
(SEND), parents may be offered the use of additional resources to support their child’s 
learning outside of school.   
 
Appropriate activities for home learning 
 

The types of home assignment set will be varied and will only occasionally be to ‘finish off’ 
work started in class.  EHS increasingly uses PIP to structure homework, particularly in 
Key Stages 4 and 5 (see appendix 1).  In line with the school’s Assessment Policy, time 
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will be built into the home learning schedule for students to meet targets set and to 
improve and correct work.  The majority of tasks will be subject specific directed learning.  
Some will be independent study tasks (see appendix 2 for examples). 
 
 
 
How can parents / carers help with home study?  
 

• Regularly support your child to check homework tasks and announcements on 
ClassCharts; 

• Wherever possible provide a reasonably peaceful place for your child to work and a 
place for them to keep their learning resources;  

• Help your child organise their time so that things are not all left to the last minute or 
forgotten.  

• Make it clear that you value home study and support the school’s aims;  

• Take a positive and active interest in your child’s work at home rather than just 
insisting that it is done;  

• Encourage your child and praise them when she / he has completed assignments;  

• Check that home study details are filled in clearly and regularly in your daughter’s / 
son’s planner.  There is space there for weekly signature;  

• Expect deadlines to be met and check that they are;  

• Encourage your daughter / son to complete home study after school in the library or 
at home learning clubs if necessary;  

• Provide a computer with internet access or ensure she can access your local library;  

• Let us know if there are problems with home learning that you cannot resolve. 
Contact the class teacher or tutor in the first instance, who will be glad to help.  

 
Incentives  
 

The links between homework and increased academic and personal attainment should be 
reinforced through positive behaviour for learning practices in lessons, tutor time, 
assemblies and celebration of achievement events.  High quality homework and a good 
work ethos should be reinforced and sensitively praised in class.  Where appropriate, 
homework should be included in classroom and corridor displays.  Credits and rewards for 
achievement and sustained effort may be awarded for good homework. For exceptional 
pieces of homework, a department letter or postcard may be sent home.  
 
 
Sanctions for not completing home learning assignments 
 

Sanctions for not completing home learning assignments, or for poor quality work should 
be consistent throughout the school.  The following procedure should be followed:  
 
Key Stages 3 and 4 
 

1 o The student should be asked to repeat the substandard / missed homework and 
given a new deadline.   

o A note to parents should be written in the student’s planner to communicate the 
concern (in red or purple ink to stand out).   

o The teacher should also hold a short detention (15 / 30 minutes) unless there was 
a legitimate reason or note from the parent / carer. 
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2 o If the new deadline is not met, the teacher should hold a long detention where the 
student should catch up the missing learning / work.   

o A note (in red or purple ink) to parents should be written in the student’s planner 
to communicate the concern.   

3 o If homework becomes an ongoing concern, the teacher should inform the parent 
via phone or email.   

o The teacher should also inform their subject leader and the student’s Form Tutor.  

4 o If homework remains a concern, a letter will be sent home inviting the parent / 
carer to speak to the student or come into school to discuss home study with the 
teacher and key stage or subject leader.  

 
Key Stage 5 
 

1 o The student should be asked to repeat the substandard / missed homework.  
o They should also be given a 30-minute detention unless there is a legitimate 

reason. 

2 o If homework becomes an ongoing concern, the student should be put on 
Homework Report to the subject leader or Form Tutor.   

o The Post 16 Pastoral Team should be informed.   
o Parents should be informed. 

3 o If homework remains an issue in one or more subjects the student should be put 
on Homework Report to a member of the Post 16 Pastoral Team.  

o Parents should be asked to attend a meeting to resolve the concerns. 

 
 
Dealing with Home Learning Related Complaints  
 
 

Students’ Concerns 
If students are concerned about their homework they should speak to their teacher or 
Form Tutor for support.  Student Council are also available to discuss and address any 
collective concerns.  
 
 

 
Parent / Carers’ Concerns 
If parents or carers are concerned about the quantity or quality of homework or have other 
concerns they are encouraged to contact the subject teacher directly via their daughter’s 
planner or via email or telephone.  EHS staff are expected to respond to concerns within 
48 hours.  Should parents or carers remain concerned or dissatisfied with the teacher’s 
response then they can seek support of the subject or Key Stage Leader. 
Should parents or carers remain dissatisfied they should make contact with a member of 
Leadership Group who will work with those involved to resolve any issues. 
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Appendix 1  
 

EHS’ Pedagogy – The PIP Cycle of Learning 
 

P.I.P. means: Pre-lesson directed learning.  In-class learning.  Post-lesson 
consolidation.  It is used to develop students’ subject knowledge and skills across Key 
Stages 3, 4 and 5. It is based on Flipped Learning principles. 
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Appendix 2 – Examples of Homework Tasks for Staff 
 

Subject Specific Directed Homework Examples 
 

Types of 
learning 

Reasons for using the type of learning Home Learning Tasks - Examples 

Application 
of learning 

• Apply skills taught in lessons to real-life 
situations within the home and community. 

• Build real life relevance. 

• Learning subject content and skills is not all 
about passing exams. 

 

• Take photos of ‘special offers’ in a supermarket. Work out the total 
cost savings.  

• Collect examples of misleading statistics on television adverts.  
Suggest how they could be made more accurate.  

• Make a model to demonstrate a process (the structure of the 
respiratory system, a volcano, a play). 
 
 

Spaced 
repetition 

• Aims to minimise the ‘forgetting curve’ where 
we lose what we learn if we don’t use it 
regularly. 

• Practice is more effective when spaced out 
over time, instead of massed or grouped 
together (Kang, 2016). 

• Spaced practice enhances memory, problem 
solving, and transfer of learning to new 
contexts. 

• Learning is repeated at increasingly long 
intervals, almost to the point of forgetting. 
Students then have to delve into their long-
term memories. 

• Alternative to cramming information. 
 
 

• Create flashcards. 

• Write mnemonics to remember key processes. 

• Summarise key learning into a paragraph and then into just 10 words 
and then into just 3. 

• Turn a theory into an image. 

• Watch a GCSEPod / YouTube clip and turn the content into a mind 
map. 

• Ask students to create a worksheet for a younger year group to teach 
them the topic. 

• Film a 2-minute video to show next lesson explaining and analysing… 

• Prepare a 3-minute presentation analysing the key concepts. 
 

Retrieval 
practice 

• A learning strategy designed to help students 

recall their learning and form stronger 
memories.  

• Give homework to practise what was learned previously (last week / 

last term / last year).  

• Low stakes testing or quizzing to reinforce + relearn learning.  Also 
provides feedback on what students do and don’t know.  
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• Improves students’ complex thinking and 
application skills. 

• Improves organisation of knowledge and 
transfer of knowledge to new concepts.  

 

• Connect prior knowledge to new information to strengthen memory. 

• Draw and label a timeline from memory. 

• Produce a concept map. 

• Take a Kahoot! quiz. 

• Talk to five people about this topic.  What do you already know?  
What else do you want to discover?  Create a mind map of what you 
learn from each other. 
 

Build 
ownership 

• Build choice and ownership of learning. • Give students a homework menu of tasks to choose from.  Group 
tasks into levels of difficulty to ensure appropriate challenge.  

• Set research projects but agree success criteria in advance. 

• During a lesson plenary / DIRT Time, ask students to write a list of 

any topics they are struggling with.  Based on their own list, get them 
to devise and set themselves their own homework. 

• Create a study group outside lessons.  Report back on your progress. 

• Ask students for their own ideas to stop homework becoming “boring” 
and to ensure it is high impact. 
 

 
 
Independent Study Homework Tasks 
 

To encourage students to review their work and improve or extend their learning themselves, all departments set occasional 
‘Independent Study’ tasks.  This could involve reviewing class notes, reading, or even watching a relevant television programme or 
YouTube clips.  Independent Study may also be used by subjects which require more regular but shorter homework tasks (for 
example Maths and Languages).  
 
For Post 16 students ‘Independent Study’ also involves wider reading and research to build their subject knowledge and skills. 
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Appendix 3 – Pedagogy to Inform lesson planning and home learning    
 

 

Learning 
Stage 

Level of 
Learning 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 
can inform teacher’s 
differentiation  

SOLO Taxonomy can inform students’ and teachers’ understanding of the 
learning process and learning outcomes  
 

➢ Linked to success criteria, students’ progress, feedback, feedforward  
➢ SOLO = Structure of Observed Learning Outcomes 

 

Mastery 
Exceeding age 
related 
expectations 

Deep 
Learning 

Create, Evaluate and 
Analyse 

Extended Abstract Learning – Skills and Tasks 
 

Students can make new connections which can be applied to wider contexts and 
new situations: 
 

Theorise    Hypothesise    Generalise    Predict    Reflect    Invent    Generate    
Create    Compose    Refine and reflect     Critically evaluate    Discriminate       
Justify    Prioritise    Design    Construct 
            

Secure 
At age related 
expectations 

Analyse and Apply Relational Learning – Skills and Tasks 
 

Students can explain complex relationships between various pieces of information: 
 

Integrate    Predict    Conclude    Summarise    Argue    Transfer    Investigate 
Explore    Evaluate    Explain (cause and effect)    Relate    Question    Apply    
Organise    Sequence    Classify     
 

Developing 
Working towards 
age related 
expectations 

Surface 
Learning  

Understand Multi-structural – Skills and Tasks 
 

Students make several connections but the significance of their relationship is not 
demonstrated:  
 

List    Outline    Report    Discuss    Select    Narrate    Sequence     Use    Describe 
Complete    Continue    Combine  
 

Emerging 
Below age 
related 
expectations 

Remember Uni-structural - Skills and Tasks 
 

Students make simple / obvious connections between pieces of information but their 
significance is not grasped: 
 

Identify    Label    Find    Recognise    Draw    Find    Match 
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