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Key Stage Five Reading List  
 

‘Reading is a way for me to expand my mind, open my eyes and fill up my heart.’ 
 

• Are you an avid reader looking for some inspiration for your next book?  
• Are you eager to begin reading books again?  
• Are you looking for something to read to improve your understanding of the world 

around you and to support your progress in all of your subjects? 
 
If you answered ‘Yes!’ to any of the above questions, consider the Key Stage Five reading recommendations 
below: 
 

‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’ by Khaled Hosseini  
Hosseini’s second novel set in Afghanistan during the reign of the Taliban. Explores the power of friendship 
and the importance of sisterhood. 
 

‘Behind the Scenes at the Museum’ by Kate Atkinson  
Ruby Lennox begins narrating her life at the moment of conception, and from there takes us on a whirlwind 
tour of the twentieth century as seen through the eyes of an English girl determined to learn about her family 
and its secrets 
 

‘Regeneration’ by Pat Barker 
First in Pat Barker's series of novels confronting the psychological effects of World War I. Wilfred Owen and 
Siegfried Sassoon meet at a hospital and begin using poetry to treat their PTSD.  
 

‘Brighton Rock’ by Graham Green 
A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, 
has killed a man.  
 

‘North and South’ by Elizabeth Gaskell 
Elizabeth Gaskell skilfully fuses individual feeling with social concern, and in Margaret Hale creates one of the 
most original heroines of Victorian literature.  
 

‘Nicholas Nickleby’ by Charles Dickens 
When Nicholas Nickleby is left penniless after his father's death, he appeals to his wealthy uncle to help him 
but Ralph Nickleby, one of literature’s most hateful villains, proves both hard-hearted and unscrupulous. 
 

‘Falling Man’ by Don Delillo 
Essential reading about the widespread effects of the events of 9/11. 
 

‘Catch 22’ by Joseph Heller 
Best and funniest novel about the pointlessness of human conflict, told from the point of view of a US army 
pilot during the second world war. 
 

‘Suite Francaise’ by Irene Nemirovsky 
The first two stories of a masterwork, once thought lost, written by a pre-WWII bestselling author who was 
deported to Auschwitz and died before her work could be completed. 
 



‘Small Island’ by Andrea Levy 
Compelling realization of the experiences of the Windrush generation on their arrival in London in 1948. 
 

‘Midnight’s Children’ by Salman Rushdie 
Fascinating family saga set against the vast, colourful background of the India of the 20th century. Best of 
Booker prize winners of the 20th century. 
 

‘Milkman’ by Anna Burns 
Booker prize winner 2018: set during the ‘troubles’ of Northern Ireland this novel explores the difficulties of 
growing up in an atmosphere of rumour and suspicion. 
 

‘Oranges are not the only fruit’ by Jeanette Winterson 
Seminal lesbian novel about a girl growing up in a fundamentalist Christian home. 
 

The Bell Jar’ by Sylvia Plath 
The story of Plath the poet’s teenage struggle with depression and attempted suicide.  
 

‘The Remains of the Day’ by Kazuo Ishiguro 
A powerful exploration of the English class system, repression and unrequited love. 
 

‘The Color Purple’ by Alice Walker 
Told through a series of letters this wonderful novel follows Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and 
segregation, on her painful but ultimately uplifting journey of self-discovery. 
 

‘Things Fall Apart’ by Chinua Achebe 
Chinua Achebe's masterpiece and is often compared to the great Greek tragedies. Its story chronicles pre-
colonial life in the south-eastern part of Nigeria and the arrival of the Europeans during the late nineteenth 
century. 
 

‘Jane Eyre’ by Charlotte Bronte 
Classic tale of love against the odds.  
 

‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’ by Thomas Hardy 
When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the wealthy D'Urbervilles and seek a 
portion of their family fortune, meeting her 'cousin' Alec proves to be her downfall. A masterful exploration 
of Victorian hypocrisy. 
 

‘Orlando’ by Virginia Woolf 
A feminist classic, this book describes the adventures of a poet who changes sex from man to woman and lives 
for centuries, meeting the key figures of English literary history.  
 

‘Dubliners’ by James Joyce 
Fifteen short stories offer glimpses into the lives of ordinary Dubliners at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, and collectively they paint a portrait of a nation. 
 

‘Wolf Hall’ by Hilary Mantel 
Through the eyes and ears of Thomas Cromwell, the son of a brutal butcher and an arch manipulator, we are 
shown Tudor England, the court of King Henry VIII. 
 

‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Must read classic tale of the end of the American dream. 
 

‘Beloved’ by Toni Morrison 
Beautifully written magic realist novel which powerfully portrays the horror of slavery. 

 

You will be able to find a number of these books in the school library. 
Remember that you can also ask the school librarian if there is a particular 
book you would like to see in the library – we can order this for you! 


