
 

 

Literature Bridging Activities 
 
1. To help you to prepare for the course, it would be 

great if you could read one of Shakespeare’s 
tragedies. Either ‘King Lear’ or Hamlet’.  As you are reading, see if you can 
work out what the key characters are thinking. What are the key themes? 
If you are finding certain sections hard, you can use No Fear Shakespeare 
online or read summaries. There should be free copies of the key plays 
online for you to access.  

2. Research what you can about Shakespeare’s tragedies. Find out what the 
conventions are and what some of the key vocabulary is for writing about 
tragedy. What is the structure of a tragic play? What are the key 
features? 

3. Also, to help you prepare for the other key text of Year 12, you could 
research the context of ‘The Great Gatsby’. What are the key historical 
elements of the text?  

4. As part of the course, you will be studying love poems throughout the ages. 
In the exam, you have to compare two love poems. The more love poetry you 
can read and explore, the easier you will find it will be to tackle the unseen 
section of the exam! Try to challenge yourself as the poems can come from 
any era. If possible, try to compare two poems. It is good to choose two 
from different eras to challenge yourself. Ways into the poems - 

• Annotate them first 
• Create a Venn diagram to compare ideas, themes and techniques. 
• Summarise each poem in your own words 
• Explore any techniques by ‘zooming’ in and writing PEA paragraphs on them 
• Research any historical information about the poems 
• If the poets belong to a particular genre of poetry eg Romantic era, 

Renaissance era, find out more about that era 
• Can you find any academic readings of the poems? Eg Literary critics. You will 

have to do this for your A Level Literature course.  
5. Think about your own wide reading - you will need to write about a text of 

your choice for your coursework, so you might like to start thinking about 
what kind of books you enjoy reading and what themes you would like to 
focus on. Eg destructive forces, mental health issues, conflict etc. You could 
brainstorm ideas and texts that you would like to write about. You will also 
have to write about a Pre-19th Century text to compare it with, so you could 
try to think about any texts that fit in with your themes.  



 

 

6. To help you prepare for reading ‘The Help’ you can also research the Civil 
Rights movement in America and make notes on this topic. You can also find 
out about the author Kathryn Stockett if you wish, especially controversy 
about her writing.  

7. If you would like to find out information about Sylvia Plath or get hold of 
her book ‘The Bell Jar’ that would be great. You might be able to find 
extracts of this book on line. It would be helpful to have some information 
about her life and also her relationship with Ted Hughes.  

8. It would be useful (but not compulsory) at this stage to create a folder for 
your Year 12 texts so that you are ready and organised. Don’t worry if you 
don’t have these materials, but if you do, it would be really useful. Divide 
your folder into the following sections: 

• Othello 
• The Great Gatsby 
• Anthology Poetry 
• Unseen Prose - Post 1945 
• Unseen Poetry 
• Ariel  
• Streetcar Named Desire 
• The Help 
• Coursework 
9. If you have a chance, read for enjoyment. If you can find any free texts 
online or if you have a Kindle there are some great free texts to download at 
the moment. Some texts that will help you with your course would be: 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Hamlet 
King Lear 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Love poetry 
The Color Purple 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
The Bell Jar 
Anne Sexton poetry  
Any post-1945 prose extracts or texts such as ‘White Teeth’ by Zadie Smith, 
‘Brick Lane’ by Monica Alvi, ‘Revolutionary Road ‘by Richard Yates, T’he 
Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood. 
 


