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Promoting SMSC and British Values at Eltham Hill School 

In November 2014, the DfE produced guidance for maintained schools on actively promoting British 
values as part of the requirement to provide for the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) 
development of their students. The guidance says on page 5: 

Schools should promote the fundamental British values of  
 

1. Democracy,  
2. The rule of law  
3. Individual liberty 

4. Mutual respect for and tolerance of 
those with different faiths and beliefs. 

 
How we promote SMSC and British Values at Eltham Hill School 
 
The ethos of Eltham Hill school is focused on securing the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development of our students and prepares our students for success in a modern Britain. A heavy 

reliance is placed upon broadening horizons for each and every student. 

Through the Eltham Hill Learner Profile, we support all our students to be open minded, principled, 

caring, reflective and resilient. Our school vision of excellence, happiness and success is driven by 

our determination for our young women to achieve their personal best through respect for self and 

others.   We focus on building self-esteem and encourage our young women to take every 

opportunity that supports their development as strong, confident young people. 

Whilst our students are taught in a variety of different settings and grouping, teamwork is the key to 

our success. The development of healthy relationships within our school community is founded upon 

democratic principles, inclusion, the development of effective pastoral care and enhanced PSHE.  

 
Modern British Values  

At Eltham Hill School, we are dedicated to promoting values that ensure that our students develop a 

strong sense of social and moral responsibility. We prepare the students for life in Modern Britain 

because values such as individual liberty, democracy, the law, mutual respect and tolerance are 

embedded within the curriculum and the school ethos. In addition, these values are promoted at 

various times throughout the school year, and regularly in assemblies. Our school embodies a 

democratic model in the way we work, the way we are structured and our general ethos and culture in 

the school. Student voice plays a pivotal role in our school community and we have an active school 

council, head girl and student leadership team. Additionally, our rules and regulations are there for 

the benefit of everyone, and our school takes a holistic approach to teaching British Values rather 

than concentrating on individual subjects.  
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As school leaders and Governors, we are responsible for providing a curriculum which:  

• Is broad and balanced, complies with legislation and provides a wide range of subjects which 

prepare students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in Modern Britain  

• Actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 

and mutual respect and tolerance   

• Promotes respect for people of all faiths [or none], cultures and lifestyles through effective spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development of students, supported by engaging students in 

extracurricular activity and volunteering in their local community   

• Is supported by a well-rounded programme of assemblies which helps students develop a clear 

understanding of what is right and wrong. 

 

We endeavour to ensure that students:   

• Are reflective about their own beliefs and perspectives on life, and an acceptance of the extent to 

which they are the same as/different to others’ faith, feelings and values;   

• Show an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues, and 

appreciate the viewpoints of others;   

• Have a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about the world around them and participate 

actively in artistic, sporting or cultural activities;   

• Recognise the difference between right and wrong, understand that actions have consequences, 

and apply this in their own lives by respecting the law;   

• Work together, celebrate diversity and resolve conflicts effectively;   

Eengage positively with life in a democracy; and   

• Understand and appreciate the history, heritage and wide ranging cultural influences that underpin 

our individual and shared experience of life in modern Britain.   

 

Our school reflects British values in all that we do.  We encourage our children to be creative, unique, 
open-minded and independent individuals, respectful of themselves and of others in our school, our 

local community and the wider world.	  
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British Values are at the heart of our school community in the following ways: 
 

Democracy 
• Election of School Council and Head Girl and School President. 
• Student Voice is addressed through student focus groups, questionnaires and suggestion boxes. 
• Our School Development Plan includes a Student Voice Plan aimed at suggestions made by 

students. 
• Informal voting on issues within form times and lessons. 
• We held a mock General Election in 2015 and EU Referendum in 2016. 
• Students attend their person centred EHCP review meeting and their opinions are shared in the most 

appropriate and meaningful way as possible. 
• There is explicit consideration of democracy within PSHE lessons. 
• The principles of democracy are explored in the whole curriculum e.g. turn taking, sharing and 

collaboration, as well as during assemblies and special projects. 
• School Council is very well established and has active say in decision making within the school e.g. 

the designed the school uniform and take part in staff recruitment. 
• Achievements are celebrated both in lessons and in our weekly Celebration Assembly and rewards 

are embedded into our school culture and ethos. 
• We promote a school environment where questions are valued and encouraged. 

The Rule of law 
• The school's ethos promotes and encourages respect and helps students to distinguish right from 

wrong. 
• Our Behaviour and Anti-Bullying policies set out a zero-tolerance baseline for any form of aggression, 

abuse or violence, which extends to students, staff and parent and carers. We raise awareness of 
bullying by being part of the National Anti-Bullying Week and Internet Safety Day. 

• The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are 
consistently reinforced throughout the school day, as well as when dealing with behaviour and 
through school assemblies.  

• Through PSHE lessons students are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and 
protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are 
broken.  Occasional visits from authorities such as the Police and Fire Service help reinforce this 
message. 

  

Individual liberty 
• We pride ourselves on a school culture and ethos that builds respect, tolerance and resilience. 
• Both in and out of lessons students are actively encouraged to make the right choices, knowing that 

they are in a safe and supportive environment.  



	   4	  

• Students are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and 
advise how to exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety in Computer science and 
PSHE lessons. 

• We have a robust anti-bullying culture (refer to Anti-Bullying Policy and Behaviour Policy) and all 
forms of discrimination are outlawed. 

• Our school environment is one that promotes independence and individual communication. Our aim 
is to work towards student s having full independence. 

• Staff work to promote the students' self-esteem and positive sense of self throughout the school day 
and in the wider community 

• From Year 7 through to Sixth Form students are encouraged to take responsibility for their behaviour 
and are supported to learn to make safe choices that enable them to grow as individuals and reach 
their own potential in all aspects of their learning 

• As students move up through the school they are supported to understand their rights and personal 
freedoms and are given appropriate advice to enable them to make independent decisions. 

• Vulnerable students are supported to make appropriate decisions and staff ensure that adults 
supporting them are doing so with the students' best interests. 

• We conduct annual student and parent surveys and use the results to inform the coming year's 
school development plan. 
 

Mutual respect 
• Respect is one of the core values of our school.  Our students know and understand that it is 

expected that respect is shown to everyone, adults and children. 
• School assemblies address what respect means and how it is shown. 
• Displays around the school promote respect for others and this is reiterated through our classroom 

and learning rules, as well as our Behaviour Policy.  
• Both in and out of the classroom students are helped to acquire an understanding of, and respect for, 

their own and other opinions, cultures and ways of life. 
• Staff and students are encouraged to challenge prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour. All such 

incidents are recorded.  
•  

Acceptance of those of different faiths and beliefs 
• Through PSHE we explore issues of bullying, racism, homophobia, hate crime, community cohesion, 

prejudice and discrimination and 
• Whole school assemblies, events examine issues of prejudices and prejudice-based bullying and 

have been followed and supported by learning in RS and PSHE 
• Recognition and discussion of religious celebrations in lessons, form times and assemblies.  
• Members of different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning 

within classes and the school e.g. a discussion of fasting during Ramadan. 
• Through the PSHE and RS curriculums students are encouraged to discuss and respect differences 

between people, such as differences of faith, ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality and differences 
of family situations.  
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British Values in the Eltham Hill Curriculum  
 
How do British Values flow through our school curriculum? 
Art 

The Art curriculum delivers British values through having a sense of enjoyment and fascination in 
learning about the world around them and participating students actively in artistic and creative 
activities.  

• Students are encouraged to question and explore sensitive and controversial issues, whilst 
maintaining tolerance and respect for the views and beliefs of others.  

• Discussing and working in the style and using the techniques of a wide variety of artists and 
designers. British art is promoted in all year groups  

• Extends beyond the classroom with a wide range of visits and experiences to art galleries, 
events and volunteering in their local community.  

• We promote tolerance through different people’s ideas, creative responses and understanding 
of different cultures and styles within art.  

• esteem through tasks, sharing ideas and resources, peer-assessment and encouraging 
students to support each other.  

 

Business 

British Values underpin many aspects of the course that we deliver within the Business department. 
As such, these themes recur in many topics that we teach.  

As part of our GCSE and A Level Business Studies courses, both Business Law and Employment Law 
are covered to some depth as well as the importance of these laws in determining British liberties and 
freedoms. In our recruitment units, we analyse the impact of mutual respect, tolerance and equal 
opportunities when working with employees. Discussions and debates on how different ethnic groups 
and religious beliefs help contribute to the overall success of the global economy are regularly 
witnessed within business lessons, these are key to students understanding how every individual has 
a place in today’s society.  

 

Computer Science  

Within Computing, we promote tolerance through different people’s ideas that may be built on cultural 
diversity which promotes mutual respect. Students have the opportunity to work independently and as 
a team to build resilience and self-esteem through tasks. We regularly try to use peer assessment. In 
particular, we promote the rule of law through the Year 7 E-Safety Unit.  Whilst the idea of working in 
teams is vital in Year 8 with Apps for Good and Year 13 where units of work require that students work 
in groups. When working in groups students are expected to share ideas and resources and 
encourage and support each other. By promoting high expectations through the setting of ground 
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rules, students are rewarded for positive behaviour. 

Dance  

The Dance department at Eltham Hill School actively promotes the key values of mutual respect, 
diversity and plurality. By gaining an appreciation of different Dance styles students are encouraged to 
reflect on other cultures and ways of life and embrace socio-cultural and economic differences and 
contexts. This ensures that they remain open to the world around them and have a better grasp of the 
links and connections between countries and societies.  

This in turn emphasises the need for tolerance and justice, and through their studies, our students 
come to value the rule of law in different countries. They learn about varied customs, festivals and 
national characteristics that makes every society so unique.  

The Dance curriculum develops teamwork as individuals work together to devise performances and 
concepts. This in turn fosters tolerance and mutual respect. The students also develop resilience 
through performing in front of their peers and using the peer assessment feedback provided to further 
develop their choreographic skills. Self-esteem is built through performance and peer encouragement.  

Drama  

British values are intrinsic to the work that we do in the Drama curriculum. Working in groups; co-
operation, motivation and respect is the basis of the learning, which encourages the students to 
develop patience and esteem within themselves and towards others. The topics we cover celebrate 
British achievements and morals from World War 2, to British playwrights and the Victorians; giving 
the students a breadth of knowledge and understanding of the country that they live in.  

The combination of self-discovery supported by the rich history, culture and performance art that we 
have in Britain provides Drama students with a well-rounded subject to enjoy and learn from.  

English 

Throughout teaching and learning in English lessons and English curriculum, British values are 
promoted and explored in a variety of ways. The study of non-fiction texts provides students and 
teachers with the opportunity to address topical issues and consider different social, political, religious 
and cultural attitudes and contexts. The department ethos is always to respect the views of individuals 
and provide a learning environment in which students feel able to express themselves freely yet 
respectfully.  

The study of literature goes hand-in-hand with exploration of different people, places and social 
groups and as such promotes understanding and tolerance. Being able to empathise with others and 
examine situations and settings outside of our individual experience is an explicitly taught skill.  

In addition to curriculum content, the methods employed in English lessons encourage tolerance and 
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respect. Students are expected to listen to and respect each other during group discussions and 
debate, and to work co- operatively in pursuit of common goals.  

Geography 

 Students learn about British Values through Geography lessons at EHS by exploring how places 
have been changed by the contexts and processes that have shaped them. It helps students to 
understand the complex ways in which communities and societies are linked and to appreciate the 
diversity of people’s backgrounds e.g. e.g. migration to the UK Year 7/8, Amazon debate and study of 
the one child Policy China  

Geography also helps students to understand society better. The curriculum helps students to 
understand the importance of identifying and combating discrimination including tackling stereotypes 
(e.g. population unit in Year 7, particularly in using the term ‘immigrant’ and in exploring HICs and 
LICs throughout the geography curriculum)  
Appreciating diversity encourages positive relationships and shared values. Students are taught to 
respect and understand diversity in life in other countries and celebrate the cultural diversity of our 
school.    

These values are also encouraged and rewarded in our day-to-day teaching, showing that tolerance, 
mutual respect, teamwork, resilience, are valued as we aim to build students’ self-esteem. This 
includes, for example, respecting each other and following the rules as well as adhering to the spirit of 
fair play when taking part in quizzes and other competitions in lessons.  

Health and Social Care 

The fundamental British values are examined throughout Key stage 4 and 5 Health and Social 
Care. Some examples are: 

• Investigation into values that underpin supporting individuals in Health and Social Care 
settings. 

• Children’s rights: Research into the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child and 
how this is used to support children within early years settings and the potential consequences 
if not.   

• Individual rights: Study of equality, diversity and rights that are essential when supporting 
those within HSC settings. 

• Equality and Diversity: What does it mean to be discriminated? What is diversity and how 
does it enrich society? Students explore what is meant by key terms such as culture and beliefs 
and discuss how  understanding/misunderstanding of these results in social cohesion or 
tension. How do we ensure we accept and celebrate diversity? 

• Health and Safety: How do settings keep individuals safe? How does society keep us safe? 
What conflicts are there? Who is responsible for safety of citizens? (Link to new extremism 
laws for schools). 

• Legal issues are highlighted across the curriculum and in connection with specific 
topics. e.g. social legislation 

History  
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British values, including those of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs are embedded in the History curriculum.  
 
There are many opportunities in all key stages of history for students to learn about the development 
and importance of democracy in Britain and other countries throughout the ages. They consider what 
citizenship meant at different times and in different places in history and how gender, ethnic, class and 
social issues have prevented people from exercising their full rights as citizens. Students also 
examine the growth of democratic institutions in Britain and abroad and how the rights and duties of 
citizenship had to be struggled for, often in the teeth of powerful vested interests. This encourages an 
appreciation for the democratic rights and processes we have in society today. This is evident in 
topics studies such as  

• The study of the Industrial Revolution 
• The Suffragist/Suffragette Movements  
• Black History (Slavery and Civil Rights in the USA) and  
• Elizabethan England 1558-1588 

 
Throughout the key stages, the history curriculum encourages students to reflect on how law and 
order has operated in societies of the past and the impact this has had on different people and 
communities. This also enables them to gain a broad overview of how the British law and order 
system has developed and evolved due to key events and concerns about fairness and justice. 
Examples include: 

• Law and Order in the Middle Ages and Crime and Punishment in Tudor times 
• Tudor Government 
• The Suffragist/Suffragette Movements 
• Poverty, Public Health & the State in Britain 

History has a unique contribution to make in teaching students to appreciate their own cultural 
traditions and diversity, but also the richness of others, as well as the importance of respecting people 
from other genders, races and religions. In lessons, they encounter real evidence of how a lack of 
respect and liberty has affected different people and societies in the past in damaging ways. They also 
learn about the different roles men and women have taken in past societies and the changes in these 
roles. They will also recognise that current attitudes are the result of changes/events in the past and 
that they will inevitably change again. Furthermore, by studying the cultural traditions of Britain and 
other countries, students are also helped to recognise the coherence in their traditions, achievements, 
beliefs and values. The cultural heritages of the people of Britain and from other countries are thus 
valued in their own right. 
 
Students cannot form their own moral and spiritual values in a vacuum. They need knowledge of how 
real people have developed their particular views, not in order to copy them, but to consider them and 
compare past situations with the present. The history curriculum encourages students to analyse the 
range of ideas, beliefs and attitudes held by people in the past and to reflect on the impact that 
religious intolerance has had on different societies. It is part of the methodology of history to approach 
these issues reflectively, putting them in context, testing them against evidence, and encouraging 
students to reach their own conclusions. This approach encourages students to show respect for other 
people’s feelings, values and beliefs and enables them to gain a broad overview of how the British 
values of tolerance has developed and evolved due to key events in the past. Examples include: 
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• Religion in the Middle Ages 
• Germany 1918 – 1945. 
• Black History 

Maths  

All students are made aware of the importance of mathematics in all aspects of life. The mathematics 
curriculum promotes the British values of tolerance and resilience through problem solving and 
mastery of complex concepts, inspiring students to persevere and try different approaches to arrive at 
a correct solution to a problem. The curriculum is designed to encourage all students irrespective of 
ability to believe they can achieve and this builds confidence and self-esteem.   

Group work is an integral part of the maths curriculum. Through group work, students learn to support 
each other while building mutual respect through tolerance. Whilst investigating and applying maths to 
a range of situations, tolerance and resilience are promoted as students are encouraged to persevere, 
take risks and try different methods. A brief history of the origin of different topics is given and this 
make students learn that mathematics comes from different cultures. For example, Pythagoras was 
Greek, and words like polygon and pi are Greek in origin whilst the Fibonacci sequence originated 
from India.  

All students have the right to a safe and secure learning environment and teachers and students have 
the right to be treated with respect. 

 

Media and Film 

• Across the provision in the department, students analyse a range of audio visual texts that 
allow them to engage with and explore their own and other people’s faiths, feelings and values.  

• •  Students are able to create a range of products that require them to use their imagination 
and reflect on their experiences, both individually and collectively.  

• Students are able to explore the social and historical context of the media.  
• Themes of tolerance are explored through analyzing representation of different social groups in 

the media and the impact on society 
• Democracy is examined in the media through such issues as how news can affect voting, 

media laws and freedom of speech  
• Respect for all faiths and economic backgrounds are explored through their presentation in the 

media.  
Modern Foreign Languages  

The MFL department at Eltham Hill School actively promote British Values (the key values of mutual 
respect, diversity and plurality) through the curriculum and our teaching methods. There is a strong 
emphasis on promoting cultural values and traditions of other countries and global citizenship. By 
gaining an appreciation of the countries where the language the students are studying is spoken, they 
are encouraged to reflect on other cultures and ways of life and embrace socio-cultural and economic 
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differences and contexts. This ensures that they remain open to the world around them and have a 
better grasp of the links and connections between countries and societies. This in turn, emphasises 
the need for tolerance and justice, through their studies, our students value the rule of law and 
democratic systems that European countries and countries further afield enjoy despite the varied 
customs, festivals and national characteristics that makes every society so unique.  

Music  

 The music department at Eltham Hill School promotes British values through the breadth of its 
curriculum and exploiting the opportunities that arise to engage students in a dialogue about values. In 
particular:  
The curriculum promotes tolerance and understanding of other cultures by incorporating music from 
many parts of the world (North America, South America, Africa and India as well as from other 
cultures closer to home in Europe and the United Kingdom). Civil liberties are discussed as a context 
for Blues and Jazz music in KS3 and K34 when recounting the history of the African slaves and their 
musical influences on the genre.  

• Freedom of expression is a regular feature in KS3 listening work as we distinguish between opinion 
and fact when discussing different music and encourage students to support their differing 
opinions with factual references.   

• The discussions surrounding music from different cultures allow teachers to challenge the use of 
stereotypical cultural references and discuss how it can lead to discriminatory and prejudicial 
behaviour with the students. 

PE  

Within the PE Curriculum students have the opportunity to develop their teamwork and resilience and 
must demonstrate a mutual respect to their peers. Students need to work with their peers in all 
aspects of PE and Sport and demonstrate good teamwork in order to succeed. This also means being 
gracious in defeat and showing sportsmanship and respect both on and off the pitch.  

Resilience and self-esteem are developed on a lesson by lesson basis, with the development of new 
skills only being enhanced by new experiences and learning to try again if at first students don’t 
succeed. Rule of law and democracy are essential in PE and Sport as everyone has to play by the 
rules. For EHS students this means being able to follow rules and laws in order to allow progress and 
flow within a sporting environment.  

 

Psychology 

In Psychology, British values are learnt through lessons that encourage students to explore a range of 
beliefs, theories, and cultures, which offer explanations for human behaviour. Students also are 
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encouraged to reflect on their own beliefs on moral and ethical issues during discussion and 
structured debates. In day-to-day teaching, British values are reinforced through the use of a range of 
activities which foster active participation, mutual respect, healthy competition and effective teamwork. 
Students’ achievements and adherence to the British values are rewarded to further reinforce these 
values.  

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics  

Many of the values are studied explicitly as religious and non-religious concepts across the key stages 
in RPE. In our lessons, we aim to foster mutual respect through structured debate and discussion. 
Students are encouraged to question and explore sensitive and controversial issues, whilst 
maintaining tolerance and respect for the views and beliefs of others. Much of the RPE curriculum is 
focused on understanding the beliefs and world-views of different people all over the world and 
through understanding, true tolerance develops. Being able to hold a debate, explain one’s own view 
and the views of others clearly is key to building resilience of character and conviction. Students also 
develop practical values of self-esteem through these debates. At both GCSE and A-Level issues to 
do with the moral agency and liberty of the individual and our responsibility as citizens is explored 
through ethical issues and discussions. Through these courses, students are also encouraged to 
consider the philosophical religious foundations on which concepts of democracy and liberty are built. 
For example, at both GCSE and A-Level the concept of the sanctity of life is studied and what it 
means for our treatment of other human beings.  

Science  

 Science  

 Individual liberty of own views, tolerance and mutual respect of others views are taught through 
the topics where different views / ethics are involved. This includes the topics of evolution versus 
creation, genetic modification, selective breeding, stem cell research and animal testing. Rule of law 
relates to:  

• students following laboratory rules for the safety of all  
• understanding of the need to have speed limits (speed, force, change of momentum)  
• Issues related to alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs  
• Practical activities in science require students to engage in team work and show mutual 

respect for each other. Environmental studies and ecology teaches mutual responsibility and 
respect for the environment. 

• Democracy is taught through student debates, examining issues such as:  
• Legalities of smoking and drinking and their impact on society  
• Organ donation, dialysis and genetic testing 
• Cloning, stem cells and genetic modification 
• Drug trials and development of monoclonal antibodies 
• Contraception methods 
• Effects of pathogens and disease on society 

 
Resilience and self-esteem are developed through students building independent learning skills, 
experiencing getting answers wrong, learning how to formulate the correct response and responding 
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to target questions  

 

Sociology 

The key concepts of democracy and justice, rights and responsibilities, identities and diversity 
are examined in depth. 

Diversity in its many different forms is explored: Ethnicity; Culture; Ability/ Disability (physical, sensory, 
intellectual); Family structures (nuclear, reconstituted, lone parents); Gender; Sexuality; Social class; 
Religion and Economic status. Students analyse different beliefs about the distinction between 
childhood and adulthood, both historically and culturally.   

There is a focus on moral and ethical debates at all levels and within the subject themes covered. For 
example, within the crime unit students examine reasons people break laws and an investigation into 
how society views and sanctions this is studied.  

Throughout GCSE and A Level Sociology there is an exploration of students own views and beliefs. 
Students become analytical and evaluate taken for granted ways of thinking. They develop correct 
terminology and learn a wide range of sociological approaches and theories that challenge 
stereotypes, prejudice and discrimination. Sociology challenges societal assumptions, demands 
students see society from a range of perspectives and encourages mutual respects for different 
lifestyles, backgrounds, social groups and perspectives.  
Technology  

Key stage 3  

Rotations within Textiles (misfits, bags and skirts) Food (basic skills, meals, food and 
nutrition) Product Design (jewellery, speakers, clocks, shelves) Electronics)  

Students are taught about the moral choices facing designers & manufacturers when deciding on 
materials. Students use the six ‘Rs’ of sustainability to understand and apply ways of conserving the 
earth’s resources. Focus on recycling in food and how to manage portion sizes to minimise waste 
helps students to connect with the dilemmas of those who do not have an abundance of food. 
Students develop an awareness of Health and Safety for themselves and others within each work 
area.  

Students are taught the social skills around behaviour self-regulation to ensure collective responsibility 
for a safe and efficient working environment. They are taught to challenge each other’s behaviour or 
practices if they fall short of the collective expectations of the group.  

Exploring how products contribute to lifestyle and consumer choices.  

Understanding how products evolve according to users’ and designers’ needs, beliefs, ethics and 
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values.  

Food: Students look at cultural influences on the food we cook and the diversity of ingredients 
available for us to cook with. They also learn about staple foods of other countries. Students learn that 
food is produced, processed and sold in different ways, e.g. conventional and organic farming, fair 
trade around the world. Understand how geography, weather and climate influence the availability of 
food and drink. 
 

Product Design: Students study iconic British designers and art & design movements 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Technology Key stage 4: Hospitality and Catering, Product Design and Textiles 

What students learn  

Principles, application, advantages/disadvantages to society and the environment of minimising waste 
production throughout the product life cycle using the following 4 R's: 

• reduce materials and energy 
• reuse materials and products where applicable  
• recover energy from waste 
• recycle materials and products or use recycled materials.  

Renewable sources of energy-What students need to learn 
The characteristics, applications and advantages/disadvantages of using the following renewable 
sources of energy: wind energy using turbines and wind farms• solar energy using solar cells and 
photovoltaic cells• biomass converted into biofuels for transportation.  
Climate change-What students need to learn 
The responsibilities of ‘developed’ countries in minimising the impact of industrialisation on global 
warming and climate change including: reducing greenhouse gas emissions through the Kyoto 
Protocol.  
What students learn  
The strategy, characteristics, applications and advantages/disadvantages of the following ‘value’ 
issues when designing and manufacturing products:  

• built-in obsolescence in new products for a ‘throwaway’ culture 
• offshore manufacture of mass-produced products in developing countries by multinational 

companies  
• tolerance of different cultures to avoid offence.  

Hospitality and Catering (Key Stage 4) 
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As part of the course and the practical cookery exam students need a understanding of the following: 

• What makes up Britain 
• Where is Britain on a map 
• General information about Britain, currency, population, cities, sites etc 
• The main staple foods from Britain  
• Key ingredients from Britain 
• Common fruits and vegetables from Britain 
• Popular meat dishes eaten in Britain 
• Popular vegetarian dishes eaten in Britain  
• Cooking methods used in Britain with examples  
• Main religions in Britain and how that affects what people eat.  

Key stage 5 
Textiles 
All units offer students the opportunity to explore the  
Principles, application, advantages/disadvantages to society and the environment of minimising waste 
production throughout the product life cycle using the following 4 R’s: 

• reduce materials and energy 
• reuse materials and products where applicable  
• recover energy from waste 
• recycle materials and products or use recycled materials. 

Unit 5 students explore the knowledge and understanding of contemporary and historical art, craft 
and design this deepens learners’ contextual awareness of their own work. Learners will develop 
knowledge and understanding of key movements within an historical context, which will provide a 
framework for their understanding of works of art, craft and design. Students focus on how fashion 
illustration has developed from Victorian times through to modern day techniques. British fashion 
designers are researched to understand their influences and analysis their outcomes. Design ideas 
must reflect these influences 

 
 


